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Clan Mackay Society lost a cherished member just 

before Christmas to Pulmonary Fibrosis.  Marilyn 

Rabakukk represented what can be considered a 

valued member of any Society.  She was always will-

ing to volunteer her help in whatever capacity she 

could.  She was a current member of the Scholarship 

Committee, an ad hoc member of the By-laws re-

write committee, and a long time Regional Vice 

President for the Central Region. Her love for Mac-

kay, Scotland and things Scottish was reflected in 

the travels she did, and her writings. The Executive 

Board of the Clan Mackay Society USA extends 

their condolences to Rein, Ronald and her family.  

She will be missed.  

 

Marilyn Mackay Ballard 

Rabakukk born December 

12, 1932, St. Louis, Mis-

souri, passed on Decem-

ber 12, 2009, her 77th 

birthday in Arlington, 

Texas. The daughter of 

Genevieve Nance Ratliff 

and James H. Ballard, Jr., 

she was the devoted wife 

of Rein Rabakukk and the 

loving mother of Ronald 

Karl Rabakukk. Third 

great-granddaughter of 

Capt. James Mackay, 

whose map of the upper 

Missouri River and whose Indian Tribe Notes were in-

strumental to Lewis and Clark's journey to the Pacific, 

she wrote a book about her Scottish ancestors entitled, 

THE MACKAYS OF ARICHLINEY and gave it to 

various descendants, libraries and historical societies 

around the world. A member of the First Families of St. 

Louis, she also was a Lifetime Member of the Clan 

Mackay Society in Scotland and a member of the Clan 

Mackay Society USA, Inc. Her love for the clan was 

reflected in her book. A long time member of the Vari-

ety Children's Charity, Marilyn founded the first Young 

Variety group, and later she founded the Variety 

Wheelchair Arts and Sports program for physically 

c h a l l e n g e d 

children in 

1980,  now 

known as the 

Junior Wheel-

chair Maver-

icks. She was 

also a member 

at large of the 

National Soci-

ety of the 

Daughters of 

the American 

Revolution, her 

ancestors hav-

ing come to the 

Colonies in the 

early 1600's. 

She was a 

member of 

various histori-

cal agencies, 

art museums and other organizations. Besides her hus-

band and son, she is survived by her lovely daughter-in-

law, Gayleen Rabakukk and step granddaughters, Anna 

and Fiona Langthorn, sister, Nancy Ballard Johnson of 

Springfield, Missouri, aunt and uncle, Anne and Warren 

M. Ballard of Maryland, sister-in-law, Mai Daily of 

Torrance, California, numerous cousins and cousins-in 

law, numerous nephews, nieces, great nephews and 

nieces, as well as numerous friends around the world. 

At her request there will be no funeral. If a memorial is 

desired, she requests that donations be sent to either the 

P u l m o n a r y  F i b r o s i s  F o u n d a t i o n  a t  

www.pulmonaryfibrosis.org, Variety, The Children's 

Charity, at www.varietytexas.org or the Junior Wheel-

chair Mavericks, as she believes all children need guid-

ance, help and love for they are the only future of the 

world. 
 
        

IN MEMORY OF MARILYN BALLARD 

RABAKUKK  
 

MARILYNôS BELOVED     

MACKAY COUNTRY 
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Have you ever wondered why there is such a large 

population of those of Scottish ancestry in many parts 

of the world? Or why there are so many highland 

games events all over the country? One of the reasons 

thousands of highland Scots emigrated to Canada, 

Nova Scotia, Australia, New Zealand and the United 

States is directly associated with the infamous period 

from about 1750 to 1850, but especially in the early and 

mid-nineteenth century known as THE HIGHLANDS. 

  

There is probably no darker period in the history of 

Great Britain and certainly in the history of Scotland 

than the era of the highland clearances. These evic-

tions, which is exactly what they were, were done in 

many cases in the most inhumane and cruel ways 

imaginable, leaving crofters and cottars no alternative 

but to leave the land they had rented and farmed for 

generat ions 

and to be 

cast into the 

wilderness of 

the moors 

and bogs 

along the 

coast where 

t h o u s a n d s 

died from 

s t a r v a t i o n , 

disease and 

other causes. 

 Many who survived made passage to the countries I 

have already mentioned. In desperation, al large num-

ber indentured themselves just to pay passage. The 

world has greatly profited by the succeeding genera-

tions of these intrepid highlanders, but the suffering 

they endured has to be retold so that their heirs will 

never forget. 

  

How did all this come about? After the end of the last 

Jacobite rebellion in 1745-46 with the defeat of Prince 

Charles Edward Stewart ( B onnie Prince Charlie )  at 

Culloden, the clan system as a way of life ceased to 

exist as it had for hundreds of years in the highlands 

and western isles of Scotland. The former clan chiefs 

became, in many cases, just landlords who were mainly 

interested in making money. Other land owners were 

wealthy titled lairds who were primarily interested in 

keeping up with their rich peers in England, Ireland and 

Wales. 

  

Although the clearances took place from about 1750 

thru about 1850, most of the really infamous ones oc-

curred from about 1810 to 1840. Why did the landown-

ers want to evict thousands of tenant farmers from their 

land? They were convinced that they could triple and 

even quadruple their profits by sheep farming over rent-

ing crofts for run-rig farming and the raising of cattle. 

  

The rents came due once a year in most cases, and the 

landowners simply waited until the rents were due, and 

with the force of law and the constabulary or militia, 

they evicted thousands of people from their land. The 

estates were usually managed by managers called 

"Factors" who wanted to be in the good graces and fa-

vor or their employers, and also to be richly rewarded. 

Why didn't the highlanders fight against the injustice of 

evictions? Some did, for a while in Easter Ross, but 

they were slaughtered by the militia. Most, however, 

were the products of a clan society and were raised to 

believe in the authority of their chiefs, landowners and 

lairds. They also believed what their clergy and minis-

ters of the Kirk told them. 

  

I could write a small book about all that took place in 
Sutherland and Easter Ross alone, but in this article I 
will confine my remarks to what is known as "Mackay 
Country" and the area called Strathnaver. The land-
owner of this area was the Marquis of Stafford (later the 
Duke of Sutherland). He had obtained the Strathnaver 
area by lending money to a chief of Mackay and then 
when it was not repaid in the time specified, he merely 
took land in lieu of payment until nearly all of  Strath-
naver belonged to him. This happened during the chief-
tainship of Eric, the 7

th
 Lord Reay. Thus what had be-

longed to the Mackays for 20 generations was frittered 
away by a self- indulgent Chief for his indiscretions in 
gambling and poor management. TO BE CONTINUED 

THE HIGHLAND CLEARANCES  
By Ken Bain  Seanachaidh  Clan Mackay USA 

                    CHEVIOT SHEEP 

It is in truth not for glory, nor 

riches, nor honours that we are 

fighting, but for freedom - for that 

alone, which no honest man gives 

up but with life itself.ô 

Extract from the Declaration of Ar-

broath, 1320. 
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